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By Mic _v&fv"'rédhiand' literary activitie which

‘peopel: like Grusa are engaged in2 .0
Theletter described - Grusa’s- pend-:
ing: - triali-a8, o “the  first tital, . Tins
zechoslovakia], of " an. artistic Jiterary;
- work, a rare spectacle even if-the il
'literate countries of the-world."", " #
~The .signatories’ are concerned that:
rusa’s arrest. could be an: attemibt: fo))
timidate ~other - writers: associated
; with’ Padlock Press. They argue that’
the plot of his novel, which. is’ bhsed
i the.practice of ‘asking'job ~Appli-4
ants to-fill out lengthy personal'qyies-3
onnaires, is not primarily ‘political..
“4Perhaps Grusa was. chosen’ 3s”
'suitable target becauise: he:is thus far:
- unknown-uiln the worlfd' and ,t%’ei'efdre;
h e ’ -no one will stand up for him’" ut-that’)
. ment-of : breaching an unwritten. ut-: . js 5 mistake. because: soon  he Wikl “be:
derstandi.ng_‘ w;uch has - a_llowgd the Cvery well ... known. v Higr  hook’

- nonconformist m.ide%'grou.ud literary -:«Questionnaire’ is .being. prepared -for;
movement to flourish in Czechoslovakia. .- "ﬁuE'Ixcatmn‘.‘bi’i‘thef‘Reich="Pub11's}i‘1_ﬁc}:;
Grusa'ls one of more: than- 100 Cze- . Company in’- Lucerng,. “Switzerland,
choslovak writers whose works have - ‘and b!y the Gallimard Publishing Com-:

‘ peen- blacklisted -b¥ “the:~authorities * pany in-France;” the etter continaes. .,
. since  suppression of the 1968 liberal ... The- moves against Padlock-: Press’
coincided with a round-up of &¢e50.
supporters of the human’ rightsmove-’
ment Charter, 77 during the visit ﬁlﬁst‘;j
Week - of - Soviet . President :Leonid
Brezhnev: But most of those defained]
have now. been released.;” "’ ' "'_”’3
Some*Czechoslovak’ huinan-“rights.
activists interpret the:latest police dc:]
tiort as a sign of ‘nervousness prior-to ] _ i
the 10th-anniversary of the Soviet in-

ael Dobb
- speols) o THe WashingtonPosi y
PRAGUE—~Czechoslovak authorities -
. are tightening. their grip; on dissident
_intellectuals D¥ moving: against what
* has been one . ofi.Eastern, lurope's:
- most active# underground iterary.
~movements, - v HH M :
... In what is described ‘as the first ar-
" rest for literary rathér:than political
. activity .of ‘a; writed, -the: government’
last week jailed JJirl Gruss,+40,:om.
grounds - that:> his:. Iatest,i{;&,;go»"el i3
“inciting antisocialist™; feelings.’:
The arrest was revealed in’ an-open-
letter made available here'Yyesterday:
in which a group of m-‘pxjominentf dis-
sident- writers accused”the’ govern-

- Instead, they have ‘circulated: their
works through a remarkable organiza:
tion. - popularly kmown "-as- Padlock.
Press, an underground publishing sys
" ¥erm which has issued nearly:: 13} new.
titles during the past four years, .
_of them in hard bindings..
" ‘Acéording”to’ the letter, G ,
| another Padlock: member-arrested for:. . tl
 having distributed’ the: ty vasion on Aug. 21, 1968, That quashed ;
manuseripts, - face > eriminal the. “Prague’ Spring.” They linkZitfo 2
that carry a penalty from six months ;* *Voice of America broadcast to Czecho-
= ' 54777 slovakia - Jastmonth which ‘reported:
‘that Padlock Press.intended to mark’
the:anniversary ‘by’;publishing- a col-3

“to three years in prison. -
"+ The letter was- signed by
| ‘vakia’s: best-known literary"

cluding- Vaclav Havel; -Pavel Kohu lection of articles by leading Czechos-
' Lovakwriters: i it Sarsisl il

- Ludvik-Vaculik and Ivan Klima
- Until 1astiwveek, Padlock Press- was.
. quietly tolerated by-the’ Czechoslovak ?
| authorities—eéven: though' § activities’
: were viewed ., with corisiderable "dis- 3
* may;, Now,: claim ; the’ sighatories; the:,
- _government:: ‘has _overstépped ~: the:

- thus-far: qﬁi;ﬂy-;;; resﬁected{if’di’\'idingj}

political activities' which:
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